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enabled the trustees to make extensive additions to the hospital buildings, by 
which its means of usefulness have been trebled. 

In this hospital, as all our readers are aware, the first surgical operation on a 
patient, rendered insensible by the inhalation of ether, was performed, and the 
trustees, regarding this « as the most important event which has occurred in the 
history of this institution, have made an extended investigation into the origin of 
the inhalation of ether as a means of preventing pain in surgical operations. 

The investigation seems to have been conducted by the committee who took 
charge of it with great care and fairness, and an earnest desire to arrive at the 
truth, and the statement which they have drawn up appears to be so well founded 
and so conclusively to settle the precise degree of credit to be awarded to each of 
the rival claimants to the discovery, that we shall transfer it to our pages. 

“ A recent publication, by Dr. George Hayward, entitled < Some account of the 
first use of Sulphuric Ether by Inhalation in Surgical Practice,’ gives a clear and 
simple history of this discovery, and of all its attending circumstances, as con - 
vected with the hospital. It is interesting to trace the earlier successive steps by 
which the grand result was at last obtained. These are, to a considerable extent, 
recapitulated in the Biitish and Foreign Review of April last. It is there staled, 
that, as early as 1779, 1 we find many experiments on men and animals on tho 
inspiration of different kinds of air.’—‘ L)r. Beddoes, in his work on Factitious 
Mrs, published at Bristol in 1795-6,’ 1 gives several communications from Dr. 
Pearson on the inhalation or ether,’ also ‘ a letter from one of Dr. Thornton’s pa¬ 
tients, in which the patient himself gives an account of the inhalation of ether bv 
Dr. Thornton’s advice, and its effects in a case of pectoral catarrh. He says “ ft 
gave almost immediate relief both to the oppression and pain in the chest.” On 
a second trial, he says he inhaled two teaspoonfuls of efher, which, he adds, 
“gave immediate relief as before, and 1 very soon after fell asleep, and had a good 
night’s rest.” ’—‘ Another curious case is given by Dr. Thornton, in which inhala¬ 
tion was prescribed for the relief of a very painful inflammatory affection of the 
mamma, and with very beneficial effect.’ The reviewer says, 1 At this time, and 
subsequently, Dr. 1 hornton was in the common habit of administering the vapour 
of ether to his palienls.’—‘ In all these trials, no one had distinctly in view the re¬ 
moval or abolition of pain, though this wasaltained, indirectly, in Dr. Thornton’s case. 
But Sir Humphrey Davy, who, it is well known, first began his chemical career by 
assisting Dr. Beddoes,’ ‘ seems not only to have contemplated such a result by 
means of medicamentons inhalation, but to have actually put it to the test of ex¬ 
periment on himself. The medium of his experiment, however, was not ether, 
but the nitrous oxide. Sir Humphrey tells ns, that on two occasions the inhala¬ 
tion of the nitrous oxide removed headache. He also tried its effect in removing 
intense physical pain, while he was cutting a wisdom-tooth.’ ‘He says: 11 As ni¬ 
trous oxide, in its extensive operation, appears capable of destroying physical pain, it 
may probably be used with advantage during surgical operations in which no great effu¬ 
sion of blood talcs place." ‘ In the article “ Ether,” in the Did. dcs Sci. hied., vol. 
xiii., published in 1815, we find the author, Nysten, speaking of the inhalation of 
ether as familiarly known, and as employed for the relief of some pulmonary 
diseases, and also for mitigating the pain of colic.’ —To an eminent medical friend, 
the committee are indebted for the fact, that, in Pereira’s .1 'nteria Meclica, published 
in London in 1839, it is expressly stated that < the vapour of ether is inhaled in spas- 
moilic asthma, chronic catarrh, and dyspnoea, hooping-cough, and to relieve the 
effects caused by the accidental inhalation of chlmine eas’ Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of 
tins city (as we learn from a pamphlet published in 1847, tinder his own sanction 
and authority, entitled, ‘ Discovery by Charles T. Jackson , M. D., of the Applicability 
of Sulphuric Ether in Surgical Operations ; by Martin Gay, has distinctly 

admitted, that he ‘was early impressed with the remarks of Davy* concerning 
the remedial agency of gaseous matters.’! As a learned chemist, he was also doubS 

• Dr. Jackson, in a letter published with Dr. Gay’s pamphlet, says, “My interest 
in the respiration of gases was first excited by Sir H. Davy’s experiments; and, since 
I became acquainted with them, the subject has always seemed to me to deserve fur¬ 
ther investigation. 

f Daily Advertiser of March 1, 1847. 
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less familiar with the publication last referred to. Accordingly, two or three 
years after its appearance, or in the winter of 1841-2, < he inhaled sulphuric ether, 
to obtain re her from the very unpleasant sensations caused by an accidental inha¬ 
lation of chbrine gas. In other words, having accidentally inhaled chlorine gas, 
he resorted to the prescribed remedy. • He at lirst breathed the ether without pro¬ 
ducing unconsciousness, but derived from it some relief. Afterwards, still suffer- 
’"1 ,ho chl ° m,e > he continued the experiment to such an extent as to produce 
co^etenmnd lnsen r itl ,' !'>'• Subsequently, under precisely the same circum¬ 
stances, he also prescribed it to one of his students. He had, as he states, on one 
previous occasion, also about A. D. 1841, inhaled it with safety to the extent of 
producing “a peculiar sleep or unconsciousness.’ « Itrfnre his observations, a slate 
of compute insensibility, from Ibis cause, teas comulcrcil by the best authorities as one of 
greater or less danger; and U had been known to produce fatal remits. Young persons 
without inju Vap0Ur 0 tl,e aJe " 1 °f Piling unconsciousness, and in some cases 

“ Dr. Jackson, then, had not discovered any new power or property of ether. 
It was known that it could produce insensibility : and that that insensibility, though 
sometimes fatal, teas sometimes unattended in th injury. It was also known as’a 

tnmln C n a ^m,v lhe n0 *‘. nu r s e( [ ec ' s of chlorine S^- Me had merely teste.l these 
knoxvn propositions, and found them true in his own person. Bv so Join" he 

not |T"- u’ f ! hB •,l ta ' e ?’ 3 s 'r"ns.opinion, that pure, rectified, sulphuric Ither 
ih. H.r inhaled with safety. But its efficacy for the prevention of pain he had, 
thus tar, only verified bv actual experiment in the case specified in the text-books 
viz., .where chon ne gas has been previously inhaled. This experiment is stated in 
l)r. Gay s pamphlet with great particularity, as if it had been one before unknown. 

I he motives which led to it, and the philosophical inferences deduced by Dr 
Jackson, are set forth with much minuteness. It seems indeed to be relied on as the 
very foundation of Dr. Jackson’s claim, as the discoverer of the safety and effi¬ 
cacy of sulphuric ether. It still obviously remained to be proved, that it could bo 
safely and effectually inhaled for the prevention of pain under other circum¬ 
stances. I o establish this point, Dr. Jackson never attempted an experiment on 
man or animal. It is true that 1 he communicated to sex-eral persons (and, amon- 
others, to Mr. Berms, an eminent dentist, in 1842) his observations and conclu- 
s.ons respecting the prevention of pain ill surgical operations;’ and, in February, 
18415, lie inlormcd a student in his laboratory (Mr. Joseph Peabody), who wished 
to have two teeth extracted, ‘ that insensibility would be produced by the inhala- 
fion of sulphuric ether-vapour. He advised him to breathe it, and to submit to 
the operation, while in the sleep induced thereby.’ But what effect did his ad¬ 
vice have on Mr. Peabody? -He at last gave up the experiment, because his 
lather, a scientific mail, feared irritation of the lungs might ensue,— because the best 
authorities on the subject were arrayed against the opinion of Dr. Jackson,—and because 
he was unwilling to incur any risk for so slight an operation.’ And such was 
really the general state of public opinion, among men of science, down to that 
, C :J. , dnxorery was yet to be made by one who was irilling to try the experiment, 
notwithstanding the best authorities on the subiect were against it. 

“'Further, it does not appear that, from'1841-2 to 1846, Dr. Jackson su^esterl its 
use, except for the slighter and instantaneous operations of the dentist. Tamiliar 
as he confesses himself to have been, with the views of Sir H. Davy, who had 
so ong before suggested the use of the nitrous oxide in operations attended with 
little effusion of blood, it was very natural that Dr. Jackson’s thoughts should have 
been exclusively turned to the u«e of sulphuric ether in the class of minor opera¬ 
tions, which had been thus specified by so distinguished a philosopher. It would 
seem, indeed, clear that he had not the remotest conception of its universal appli¬ 
cability and importance. Such, indeed, is the only satisfactory explanation of tho 
tact, that, during an interval of nearly five years, he never once tested his disco- 
' er y? or caused it to be tested, by a single experiment. Upon this point, indeed, 

Dr. Gay says himself, ** It still remained to be ascertained, whether this uncon¬ 
sciousness was so perfect, that, during its continuance, no pain would be produced 
by wounding instruments.”— Pamphlet, p. 10 . 1 

t Nee Mr. Metcalf’s letter to the Committee, p. 498. 
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the advocate of Dr. Jackson says, ' It was more than a quarter of a century after 

,h<3 ™ llk ‘7 la ! d ? xpre3s ber belief in lb « protective influence of 
cow-pox, that he vaccinated Ins first patient;’ but, ho adds, - during which pen*! 
he was much engaged m the investigation of the subject .” But ether fe ems mhave 
received only a casual and incidental attention from Dr. Jackson. To make the 
cases at all parallel, it must be shown, that Jeuner, after vaccinating his first pa- 
bea, > 7*-. flV «° >' ear ?, bel ° ro vaccinating another, with a like apparent unconscwus- 
^ AlS i ,SC0l '"y- Illl]eei1 'hese two discoveries are of so totally 
opposrte a character, that they suggest a striking contrast, instead of a parallel. In 
the one ease, the truth could be ascertained only by repealed experiments and 
patient investigation. It had to fight its way against the inveterate prejudices of 

cess hd ca d i ini' one Hr*** ““i’ >} .' 3 fully am,fo . r ever demonstrated bythe first suc- 
mmikind P ^ P i and “ 13 at once hailei] > as il were, with delight by all 

“ '' ll . h . m 1,113 P e . r *°d, Dr. Horace Wells, of Hartford, used the nitrous oxide while 

enfiSlv d tn"that Of s" S H e n h ' llls , cla ‘™> “ a discoverer in this mattcfV, must yield 
entirely to that of Sir H. Davy, who, after actual experiments, had, as it were dis¬ 
tinctly suggested the use of this very agent for this object so many years before 
are, doubtless, reasons, founded in the nature of this agent, which havo 

?ea!bed i'mf Sf 1 ” 6 ° f R?"*’ re =' a , ri110 >«. from having been long since 
Itflf.v ’ wha, . ev ® r roay have been the result of Dr. Wells’ experiments 

elsewhere, it is certain that his public performance of them in Boston iu P l844 was 
an entire failure. It is also stated by Dr. Wells, that, as early as November 1844 
a surgical operation was performed at Dr. Marcy’s office under the influence of 
sidphunc ether;’ and he adds, - The doctor then advised me by a I means m con- 
l ‘ aa . e J he , ase °f 'he mtrous oxide.’ And it seems that the result of this one ex- 
fhliwn. Wa f ![ C1 ’ '{?■*’ P a, ? uan * 10 'his advice, he abandoned the idea of the 
further Use of ether. His claim, therefore, to the discovery in question appears in 
‘ b . 3 ,™ s " also ,0be equally-unfounded. We cannot but believe, that it has been 
native c n ° r n ^ eral, o. n 'hat his claim has received the official sanction of his 
native stale of Connecticut. Indeed, a published letter from Dr. Wells to Dr 
Morton seems necessarily to exclude the idea, that he himself claimed m have 
of having he C l pn ° r ““overv.* All must, however, accord to him the honour 
i ? n f nu?rv% b n T h a "l e ^ rnest aad I )ersevenn 3 seeker after truth in this very path of 
inquiry. And his labours and experiments may, we think, fairly be considered as 

success.!^ S ° me md ‘ reCt lnfluence > ' boa Sh not themselves attended with direct 

student of nT' °\ 'r ' 8 Cit -T' raust now be mcmioned - He had been a 

student oi Dr. Jackson s and formerly a partner of Dr. Wells. He, therefore oc- 

funon t o’ nobl e “ ms - e f " f 'If advic , e ? f llle former i and he was aware of,’and 
( pon the public occasion in Boston before referred to) had taken part in the 
expenments of the latter in the use of nitrous oxide. It does not appear that Dr 
There - ia< T' mentl ? nad in Boston his one experiment with sulphuric ether 
In™V ev,dence ! enl,rel y satisfactory, that Dr. Morton’s attention had been for 
some lime engaged upon the subjectthat ho had purchased and experimented 

» The letter referred to is as follows:_ 

“Dr. Morton.—Dear Sir: Your letter, dated yesterday, i^ul’treceTvedf and I hasten 
to answer it, for fear you will adopt a method in disposing of your ri-ht’s, wh’-h will 
defeat your object. Before you make any arrangements whatever, I wish to see vou 
I ihmk I will be in Boston the first of next week, probably Monday night. If the one- 
thtTfnl !!* g’’? ‘f attended wiih too much trouble, and will produce 

the effect you state, it wdl undoubtedly be a fortune to you, provided it is rigldl,, moneyed. 
j. o , “ Yours in haste, Wrim ” 

t See, accordingly, the letter of Mr. Metcalf, in page 498. 

■n,r ^niilleid,“Some Account of ihe Leiheon; or, Who is the Discoverer? 

By Edward Warren; Boston, 1817”-con,ains various depositions proving "he ner- 

lllTunkno 0 ! 6 tbeT' 8 ’ by Dr ’ Mor '° a - Several oldthe depolents are person- 
ally unknown to the Committee; but Thomas R. Spear, jun., is hi^hlv «nol<en of is 
a person of veracity, hy Hon. John P. Bigelow and Chartes SpraeTLq P twoofour 
most respectable citizens. M illiam P. Leavitt is also spoken of io the Committee, as 
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upon sulphuric ether; that, as early as July, ,««, a highly intelligent chemist of 

late Massachusetts’ rfre^mntarin^’ fn" ura"^:^^’’ ' he we,l ' knon ' u President of the 
these deponents, has n^nuTdlri- Francis Whitman, one of 
Caleb Ed P dy, Esq, is personalty known ?o on!of!?Comm?,,' 0 be P" «'i"" a «"e. 
most intimate relations with Dr Jaeksnn ! , ,he t/ ° m """ee as having had the 
R. H. Eddy. Esq, which™ h“ ea fie r alffi?? 5and ' he , leslimon y * son, 
implicit crediu These two iast demotion! rll?, 1 ’ ‘ S ’ W ? !? lnk ’ enlllIed lo the most 
nection with this discovery. Dr. Jackson indeed* e »,- eSpeCla L y !° Dr ' dacksoI >’s con- 
because the son was interested in the na’ien? e f d . objects to both of these depositions, 
and because the fa,he^ouldnamrall/mke ,Se same l^ ref ° re “P"* ‘he case; 
involving his pecuniary interests There ore'all a * ews lhe stm in a mal *er 
Grenville G. Hayden and j!ZCwf!“IS"demons of iwcaorgeon-dentfala. 
Committee acquainted. Dr Havden format’ nellber ? f "horn, however, are the 
in the summer of lM67;ndDrHarTto.r , 0n ba ; iDe “» ilh Dr. Morton 
The testimony of the latler witne^ j' as ^ 0 l°™£ ly “/r'^l"' wilh Dr ' M "™n. 

was present, at the request of Dr. YV T G Mnrtm! • n tke a V ,umn 1844,1 

for the purpose of preventing pain in erirnnin D> t0 , SC t a PT e P aranon administered 
expressed great in£reIt and ,olmi,ude iiTsr E .t ,00lh - Dr -“ orl , on a > 'hat time 
time requested me to assist him in P e J’ ,menls * an d also at the same 

succeeded ” ,n mak,n S some farther experiments, in case they 

on I Ahv y 3, n l’845 er (as P appeaTs e bv T ate 1 k th || S '°£"if C r°!!' ,0 memion * 'hat Dr. Morton, 
mittee.) purchaied seTen vlme" unon^re! ^'?' da,e ’ Mhibi '' d "> 'he Com-’ 
and likewise “Pereira’s MateriaMedina" 8 er}, physiology, anatomy,and chemistry; 
trptrimenUpnform^uvmdo^:^; 77 w . or 'j u wh ' ch „ contains carious details of 

knowledge of J!s parties Pr ° bably had D °‘’'° ,hat 1,me > ac, J uired a ‘horough 

knew a; sme 

isTvZy differ^ 0 ,hme f“ ZTV rt," 16 C ° n ' enlS ° f ,he dem '> hn ^SchZlc^er. 
stance really waa ch onW,?, d ' llbera,e statement, in his deposition, that the snb- 

are verv secret and moJi • h ■ 11 seems 10 lhe Comm '"ee as if he had said, “ You 
re very secret and mysterious in your movements; but I think I have found « 

is tn the dom,John: lam satisfied tba. it is chloric ether.”Meed'hewhole of 

terms would probably be broad enough to include chloroform 

fhe fact” tharh C e 0 h'ade nlS r 0n "r “T'™ ° f Dr Morlon 10 s,a,e at «rs, '*> *Ir.Eddy‘ 
Jackson Sentember SO 1846 Th- a “ y ex P erimenls b ' f -re his interview with Dr 
Pdd, k” T b , 30 ’ ,846 ’ Thls otntssion, it would seem, however that Mr 

Dr. j y ack” S n 2o remarks! ?i en r ly aC k C0, ’? led f ° r by ,he circumstances of the ca”e ] 
purchase from Sienhons n* Ibe facl, J lh ® 1 Eeavttt, in his testimony, admits that the 
orders In (h. „2S? b r * ® t"" 3nd Co - u : as made by him, under Dr. Morion’s 
’ e name of another person, as if to be sent into the country. This 
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tins city hail a conversation with him upon its medicinal qualities;* and that, at 
this very tune, he made an arrangement in business, the express object of which 
was to relieve himself from the immediate duties of his profession, in order to 

system of concealment and secresy may be a subject of regret; but we do not think 
that the general credibility of Ihe witness is at all affected by this circumstance. The 
Committee have preferred, throughout this investigation, to confine themselves en¬ 
tirety to facts proved by third persons; disregarding, as much as possible, all unsup¬ 
ported verba! statements and admissions of either party; as they had reason to believe, 
that these had been often made when in a state of excitement, or under circumstances 
rendering the language liable to be misconstrued or misunderstood. 

• Mr. Theodore Metcalf—in a note to Dr. Morton, dated Dec. 20, 1847—says, “ l 
can only state, that I remember to have met you at Mr. Burnett’s store early in the 
summer of 1846, and to have had a conversation with you in regard to the medicinal 
qualities of sulphuric ether, a quantity of which you were then purchasing. I can- 
not, as you desire, give the precise date, but know it to have been previous to July 6, 
,, “°- slon on 'hat day for a tour, from which I have but a few weeks returned.” 
Mr. Metcalf also, subsequently, sent the following letter, before referred to. 

OQ . Boston, Jan. 26,1848. 

£>tr,—In answer to your inquiry respecting the nature of my interview with Mr. 
Morton, I can only add to my note of December 20, that the conversation was com¬ 
menced by some inquiry on his part, concerning the nature and effects of sulphuric 
ether, a vial of which he then held in his hand. 

“In answer to his several questions, I gave him such information as he could have 
outained from any intelligent apothecary at that time, and also related to him some 
personal experience as to Us use as a substitute for the nitrous oxide; adding the then 
generally received opinion, that its excessive inhalation would produce dangerous, if 
not ratal consequences. Some reference was made—but whether by Mr. Morton or 
!, Cilnn ” t remember—to the unsuccessful experiments of his former partner, 
r. Wells, with the nitrous oxide. It was one of those casual conversations which 
quickly pass from the mind; and it was for the first time recalled to my memory, upon 
seeing, months after, in a French journal, an account of the anaesthetic effects of ether, 
the discovery of which was ascribed by the writer to a Boston dentist. 

“I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L B owdHch t Esq.” "Theodohe Metcalf.” 

Mr. Metcalf is the well-known predecessor of Mr. Burnett, and, as an apothecary, 
has long possessed, in the highest degree, the confidence and respect of the medical 
protession; and there is no one in the community, whose personal character would 
give higher authority to any statement of facts distinctly and positively made. It is 
therefore certain, that Dr. Morion, months before his interview with Dr. Jackson, pur¬ 
chased sulphuric ether at the very shop where Dr. Jackson at last advised him to buy 
some more (pure and rectified), with which the successful experiment was made. 
And it may be remarked, that the details of the conversation, given by Mr. Metcalf, 
seemconclnstvely to show with what intent Dr. Morton was then making his pur- 

C „T u",' 6 f? a . y c ! aim ‘ he en,ire credil of obtaining this most important test!- 
mon> Mr. Metcalf having been absent in Europe, had never been applied to by 
n«iu. l! n, / h0C ? Iled “P° n i?"" °u'y at the express suggestion of the Committee. 
Besides its direct bearing in Ihe case, it confirms the statement of Dr. Hayden, who 

H„rn P .M' Vl0 1 S a tes “ 8e ? 10 lh , e purchase of a smaM quantity of sulphuric ether at Mr. 
Burnetts, and not only so. but it seems to prove that Dr. Hayden could not have 

wa y s ilr Mnrt r „- ,Sr ^ re - Sem,ng ,he r C0D , lea,s <’ f > he demijohn, since the point at issue 
Ignorance of sulphuric ether, not his greater or less knowledge 
° off kinder »,K y ’ rom , l he omission in the published affidavits of Dr. Morton 
to state the kind of ether used in his experiments, infers his total ignorance of ml- 

{lommi/df th°»7 »h^TT. ber ** l H S - • Indeed ’ Dr - Jackson stated to one of the 
Committee, that, when Dr. Morton had his interview with him on September 30,1846, 
he tDr. Morton) had never seen sulphuric ether—did not even know it by sight— 
t lTf r ^ , -r, ab? r Ut t? na * ure and qualities—and got from him, Tor the" first 
M»J| h ft.«k‘ if nsln ° ,L To | he suggestion that this ignorance was feigned, he 
replied hat he knew it to be real; and remarked, “The Committee may consider it 

ever^Th ft? ' n II can be . P roved beyond all reasonable doubt what¬ 

ever. —The Committee, being aware of Mr. Metcalf’s statement, suggested that an 
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Which T° uld make an en,ire evolution in dentistry * 
SkHIfu! JhiS ' f ,na!erial |° "° ‘"to 'he minute details of this evidence, 
skillful in his particular department, he makes no pretensions to "eneral science 
seeking for this discovery,—acquainted with this very agent,—he calls „non Dr 
Jackson; wishing, without betraying his own motives and objects to obtain all the 
informanon which Dr. Jackson’s extensive researches and efperience m "hTena- 
ble him to furnish. Dr. Jackson, at this interview, voluntarily eives him ?ha 
trongest assurances of the expediency and safety of using pure rectified sulphuric 
e her; inform., him where he can get some of a good quality ;t and advi“es Ifim 
as he iiad more than once advised others, to try the experiment.? Unlike others’ 

, na '?f? aahab ' e . wi ', n « s had ''aled that, three months before that interview, Dr Mor- 
in J i h | S " P ” rlC ether, and conversed with him respecting ts med cina 
mke , a - CKSOn rep ' ei1 ,haI " C0U|J »0I be,-,ha. i. mils, be an emire mis- 

T he Committee learned, two days afterwards, from Mr. Metcalf that he 
C Pfevtously informed Dr. Jackson of the fact, that, before he went to 

^bmTus^nuafiUes'' 0 !!^ hn't° rl< i n ' b , UJ,l , n ” sul P hu '* ether, and conversed with him 
aooui its qualities He had not, indeed, stated to Dr. Jackson the precise lime when 

evidence'thm’ Dr" Jack" !• bU ‘ lh , e 9 0mm . ill « think, that this circumstance affords 
" , ' i ,7/Jackson s conclusions in this case have been formed without a 
dellbera,e ““deration of the facts, even when brought direetlywitbin 

. 1 , J° ^ ana * Jan., Esq., the welMrnown author of “Two Years hefnr#» 

l C ,he Com i ni,lee a re indebted for the following letter^ and ,L endoseS no e 

a “r 

company wdI?Dr~G n G* , Hayde dn t ne h 18,6 ’^ r " W ’ tomy office,in 

to provide”,hat I Dr. ( Haj'demshou’ld 0 take e the C ent!re : char^ n of Dr.^llorton’' V b'usiness 

eke :, rd "; at Df ’ Morton mi = bt be able to give his attention to somethin- 

“°rton did not state what it was that he was engaged upon; but mv im- 
. founded on my own recollection alone, is very strong, that he said fi was 
of . e 0f ? real ln, P°7 ance ' which, if successful, would revolutionize ihe practice 
of dentistry. I am entirely confirmed in this impression by Dr. Francis Dana whose 
note on the subject I enclose. It was agreed that I should keep the instrument and 
LI Tl,ri b ' “ ,e me ' 11 bea T lale June 30 ' 184B - was to take etrect the'next 

y ' “Trul^your^rfitnd am^sen^lt^ "* C ° n ‘ raCl ^ ° f lhe sa01e dale - 

••Nathaniel I. Bowditch. Esq.” ’ “ Rica.nn H. Dura, Jun.” 

**rrectdin^To R. II. Dana, Jun—Dear sir: During «he sum- 
iner of 1846, in the course of a conversation on the subject of dentistry, you men- 
oned 0 me lh J l . ^ r * had told you he was engaged upon somethin" of "reat 

nsequence, which would revolutionize the practice of dentistry. This conversation 

onhe'e^t'feXr' ° f a long time' befiire the discover? 

m l l lv l! , produc ! n S ' nsensibl| ily during operations, was announced; I 
should say, so well as I can judge, between two and three months. 

Jan. 10,1848." “ Fnxxc.a Dxirx. Jun.” 

etb + er three* ^ Dr ' Morto “ had himself purchased sulphuric 

4 In a memorial dated July 31, 1947, transmitted by Dr. Morton to the French 
be in j 0rm , s ,be Committee, subsequently presented by Ara-o to 
that body, we find, accordingly, the following paragraph :—*• I am ready to acknow- 
I have" 1 / lndeb ' edne f ,n m'u and lo books for all my information npuiMhis subject 
I have got here a little, and there a little. I learned from Dr. Jackson in isji it,. 
f'' 1 ?, elbcr ' directly applied to a sensitive tooth; and proved by experiment ’that 

1844 lhe etrem 3 r y , r ,f nder ' he uerve insensible. I learned from Dr! Jacfkson, also, in 
1844, the effect of ether when inhaled by students at college, which was corroborated 
by Spear-S account, and by what I read. I knew of Dr! Wells's mremTu, annlv 
toritai! OI ' d<! f ° r d eslro J’ in g pain under surgical operations. I had great mmfve 

a result bv°me!. e ' r ' a r e - If'r Und £ r mV oP'rations, and endeavoured to produce such 
a re. ult by means of inhaling ether; inferring that, if it would render *i nerre incpn 

‘ le when directly applied, it might, when inhaled, destroy or greatly alleviate sen- 
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18 i® w Mng to lake il'e'risk^TccoRHn^y'onSepf 3o" 

55Ss^&^.t^&assSS 

tht h °l «'h«r.’H e e U openly ? and 

the a pXcatfoi e rfJhe P r 0 Srn 1 l' r; ""l 1 ,his ,“, Iike ’ whelher he doubted the safety of 
jv „^P p . . , °” 01 ®' her > ° r only, as it would seem, the competency of Dr Morton 
to admin,ster it safely. In cither case, the risk was wholly confined to brSlor 
ton, and the surgeons of this Hospital.} Dr. Morton thus follows up his first sue- 

should i° a e P e ai ST"j- Had ,he elh ! r ,lla < 1 Wrf on the 5th August been pure I 

e " a| of'e r t e formlt7as^o 'me ill and 

In this memorial, we find also the following paragraphI went to Dr Jackson 
»h«» Iw .h.*c iS 5 • ? lhe L same lrack of experiment with myself. I am aware 

th ?.‘ SSS? deem “ a vcry intportant consideration, in respect to this interview 
that the information in question was e cited bvthe visit nfT)r ,"5V, .' 

for a specific purpose vV, obtain the meanf Sr£™,°ding "l * 
X?!"’ Und " ,hc ,dea ,hal il w< ' ul<l *>' unattended with pain P and hat it was no“ 
o^°a 8 ^p^L n / i r; e u7p^ S 8ht ^ Dr ‘ JaCkSUn l ° make trml^of it for Atj satisfaction' 

G n G ‘ 5 ayden ’ howev . er ' in his affidavit, states that, “ On the evening of 30th 
ept., after the first experiment had been made with success Dr Morion cnoL*<» 

:says 

jected at first to going to the Hospital.” He certainly showed no such reluctance at 

a.th°H^“r^ bSent ' V r lhe Ci ', y W , hen ,helhir< > operation was performed 
hi h*AV' P ,lal# , and gained absent twelve days; but. besides this expected absence 
t MnreT„ ed a, '° ,hcr rea5 ,° n . for lining •« assist a. that operand ’ 

wh J a, he^r^s whh it W !f n h e fd^" n f/ reinemb " s -"> a ‘ ‘he expression, ”1 don’t care 

import were n«d bv D? aL. • " g i my narae J n , wilh '<•" and others of similar 
import, were used by Ur. Jackson in relation to Dr. Morton’s earlv exnerimems in 
confirmation and establishment of this discovery. And one ofDr lS 
Witnesses, George 0. Barnes, in an affidavit pnblished in Dr Gay’s pamn^bL sa« 

“?e e 4 S to Mormn^andThaP 7* uT y ' ha ' he had commu " ica ‘«i his dfs- 

,hose ear,y 

E Z dhScfiSS"o»y g"'“nun r “ n a 7 ri5k 
inapplicable to these subsequent experiments. argumenl ‘ s cenainly 
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operations W J J ’ to prod " ce ™'™'Mity during all surgical 

lished statements of two of our own officers’ On» „? ! n u P ub ' 

‘It is understood, that Dr. C. T JacLon weil kXnhln™’ ^ fa ) s: 

geolony and chemistry, first suggested the use of ether^A’? S«at attainments in 

his discovery, to the time when DrMn rtn „“A? 1 th , e T° wller > ho “ade 

Pi^»l 

SpSSSS533~SK 

“‘The invention all admired, and each how he 
Jo be the inventor missed, so easy it seemed 

Impossible.’ " ** Unf ° UllJ m0St Would haTe *°°Sht 

with^li^Mion^M^controveRy B involvin'^rnuch e bhte S ^ 0tl ^* ia ^ ebe ^ nallen< * e ^ 

XI TSZXXSt «ofThis Sr 

huerview U an 3 r » | * | y |, !S ° n «» unimpeachable testimony oftthose p^emmtZt 

a^wSSSiESSa 

arily went and'soc^hrou^a pafiem C wh:was a wilhng C to sulnn!l'to'itf SCr ^ 1 ' D ’ V °* D ” 
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and to regard him, throughout this discovety, in the false light of a mere agent of 
Dr. Jackson. This culpable step has seemed to increase the merit of Dn Jack- 
sons advice, by rendering it unsolicited information, instead of a mere answer to 
\ ha3 ,,se j[ f furnished the only colourable ground for depriving 
Dr. Motion of the honour of the discovery. Thus fitly has the majesty of truth 
JSaij, ltseIf • , the other hand, Dr. Jackson transmits to Europe, as a paper 
which had been read before the, American Academy, a statement of his claims to this 

under nnnffi 16 ! 1 ’ Xn ^’ lt hod not be en so read; thus communicating it to the world 
under an official sanction to which it was not as yet entitled. So also, in a com¬ 
munication in the Boston Daily Advertiser of March 1st, Dr. Jackson says he 

mlde!ucmZiIn 'h S ' J lh , e e , ther ), m 0 ca P' lal operation; and that Dr.J. C. Jam n 
kaVC u e irla T !t; arul its results proved entirely satisfactory, 
an amputation havins been nerforiftp«t nmlpr tli*» inflimnno - 1 _ : 



rJT”" TuTr ir • "fP'J lo a »euer oi November30, 1846, in which 

(Tr « // h fu 0W ,‘ n = se *>tence :—Two or three days after these occurrences,(i. r 
ffi'dn rnUhc? fa r‘ S u hc [ Ios P' ,al ) on meeting with Dr. Charles T. Jackson! 

f 115 P ll, l lo50 P hl< ; al spirit of inquiry, as well as for his geological 
Morin ! - 1 PCienCe -' lh r 5 tjendeman informed me, that he first suggested to Dr. 

t i rr‘n of , e "! e r- as a ™ a " 3 ° f preventing the paffi of operations 
on the teeth. He did not claim the invention of the apparatus, or its practical 

^follows"' ‘Hostel "' e are r ,n , l ' eb ' ed Dr - Morton.’ The other statement is 
Of mil nr'7 t i Janu ,f>' - 6 ’ ‘l 47 ’ 1 here l>y <«eclare and certify, to the best 
I * 15 ' a " d re collcct,on,thal 1 never heard of the use of sulphuric ether 

w y a sur.^stedbv a D? e rr S T E re . V f en , Un S. ,hf! , P=J ins "f *orgical operations, until it 
f mo. u D r T F’ M,rl0 "’ ln 'ire latter part of October, 1846.’ If it 
be said, that neither of the first two operations was a capital one, we have the 

f, U wo 0r ‘,'f' 0 Dr ' H ? y r ard ’ ' Th ,° P erformed lhe second operation * for saying, that 
‘ ■ a ? Ihe removal of a very large tumour from the arm, that it occupied seven 

"real evtenM n!" VO f Ve i the P ainful P rocess of cu,ti "? through the skin to a 
fhe n,r„ , k • c as entirely satisfactory as an amputation would have been.— 

h him fn t, b r ? free , fr0m , fease ° f pain. One present at the operation ex. 
tho tfmi lh h- n 0r ? mi ! ee , a skel , c h of the arm and the tumour upon it. taken at 
the time, which clearly showed how formidable an operation it must have been 
though not perhaps what would be professionally called a severe one. Dr. Warren 
says expressly in his yet unpublished work, ‘The patient exhibited no si<m of 

n'r 'iCarrm or /Wf “ “rfTT A "J yC> ’’ tra * n °' ,m,J a f ,er lhls operation, that 
" ayW T l r d tntsmation that Dr. Jackson had anythin g 

d l " hcr f: om himself or any one else. The third operation was 

“ capita 1 one, and it was entirely successful. Alice Mohan, a young woman of 
doi^™,? ,“° e f,' Tll ° long been a patient in our institution," and who is 
doubtless well remembered by all this Board, to whose kind consideration her 
character and conduct, no less than tier-misfortune*, so well entitled her), was to 

nnVerstin | amp l0 - n ab °,' e ,h f. k,lee - But ir Dr. Jackson’s statement is to be 
mi erstood as applying only to this case, we still find that every part of the state- 

by Dr \\Cen V bmh 0 vn H e "'“ h l' 1 ® {“7 This °P era,inn ™ performed, not 
Ur. n arren, but by Dr. Hayward. And not only was Dr. Hayward still en- 

,3n ° ra .'l t of Dr. Jacksons participation in this discovery; but the dialogue 

m l>etWeen P r : Warren an<i Dr. Jackson, in relation 

to it, nas to this effect Dr. U arren, on being informed by Dr. Jackson that he 

eome^rthe /LmMl' md**? US ? °, f f . ul P huric elher , requested Dr. Jackson to 

come to the Hospital, and administer it during this operation, which was to lake 

place the next Saturday. Dr. Jackson declined doing so, for two reasons .—one that 
he was going out of town: the other, that he could not do so, consistently with 
h.s arrangements with Dr. Morton. Dr. Warren has not given to the Committee 
any informat.on respecting ihts conversation; but that such was the substance of 

■ The first operation, the removal of a tnmour from the neck, was performed by 

OeinherTr’iftifi II a case of ‘"’perfect etherization. It was performed 

Kovember Gffi * operation took place October 17th, and the third on 
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the dialogue is capable of judicial proof from other evidence which has been laid 

thauh‘e ai r s 10 b ° m ° re Btr ’ c dy 0 scrudnized. rl0 l'lad 3 hTlxieiTsdlfing^uI^imh 
that the discovery was a joint one, the world would probably have allowed lo hirn 

r-lii ms H Car v aC , 18 haVe i Inc ' ee ‘ 1 ’ fo rever rendered inadmissible these exclusive 
Claims. He at first agreed lo receive ftom Dr. Morton the sum ol S500 as a com! 
pensation for his services. Is it, for one moment, conceivable that the true dis 
when 7° UlJ ha r e ,hU '1 bar,ere ‘ l awa y bis birthright for a mels of potte r And 

■ <|U ? n '/n at 'b esu ?gostion of the Commissioner of Patents a persona 
; “ “ °. f P r : Dr. Morton consented to permit Dr.^ackson^s 

fheTann a550claled Wllh bis own in the patent,—he having agreed. instead of 
» ? VO , one-tenth part only of the profits,-we ask again i! h con 

ceiyable that the sole discoverer would have thus associated anothe'r with himself 

ron'senm?? “ ° a ' h ' hat ! he >' ' Tcre i oi "t discoverers, and. at the MmeUme have 
con.enled to receive only a pittance of what was wholly his own’ No'’ \y e 

ww! t ta Dr i Jack3 J’" 'f estopped for ever from such a claim, and that not upon 
Til srou ” l, ?> b«t by the whole equity of the case. We will not however 
further pursue tins ungracious part of our subject. 7 , 

“ It w further matter of regret, that a patent should have been taken out for ‘uich 
a discovery. As well might Dr. franklin have claimed one for the exclusive use 
of the electric fluid. A patent in this case, indeed, would seem to be a necu! 

liarly odious monopoly,—a speculation based upon human sufferin''_ lit!. 

exdusive right to sell breads,uffs to a famishing communTy i« is due Towever 
m, o ^ ,° n ° Sta,e 1 , I? at be tendered the free use of ^discovery to h , „i 

tut,on/ and requested froni Dr. John C. Warren a list of all similar institutions in 
‘A ®?“[ ltr ?' ,hal be m'Sht extend its benefits to them. He, in like manne! ten- 
wa r , ed a 'h 'X” S ! 'be United States. His 


r ”i . . • u » name wouui noi nave been assoc ated in ihe 

a the instigation of II. H. Eddy, Esq., tfie commissioner, whohL3® 

l r \tl ,'"" , r a i m,Slaken r “PP'ebension of facts, and who now awards to 
m . 7 . ‘ C r; 0,0 ,'7° Ur 1,18 d,fc ? vp 7- which at the time he supped 

mi ht fairly be regarded as a joint one. Mr. Eddy’s intelligence and truthfulness 
and h,s smeere friendship lor Dr. Jackson, are well known in this communhv 

ut we must state our conviction, that it was a sad mistake to have resorted to 
anj exclusive legal rights in the present instance. This has become the del h 
rate op,man of the profession and or the public. One of the patentees D^Jack- 
nom IT S p P? m 3 10 be admitted to a larger share of the profits, ultima elv re¬ 
nounced all claims to any benefit from this source ■ and the Datpni h-.s-.lTl * 
unavailable to Dr. Morton.J We cannot, howeveT,'‘but'* u* tadTteSS 

• He certainly made ihe offer, without any previous request from this hoard • 
a witness of Dr. Jackson’s stales, .hat it was made a, his suggesfi™ and whh a reluc 
tanl acquiescence on the part of Dr. Morion. n a eluc ‘ 

t I" his licenses was inserted a clause, that snch payments were to cease if ,h. 
taming the two following sentences:-- Under the present circumstance!’of the casej 
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Originally taken out rather from the hope of securing tothemselves the honour than 
the profits of the discovery. And yet a national benefit of such magnitude is well 
entitled to a national reward. It may be true that Dr. Jackson does not need or 
now; wish such reward; but it is a mortifying fact, that Dr. Morton’s pecuniary 
affairs ha\e become embarrassed, in consequence of the interruption of his regu- 

truth U andffi’J| e h" l, ! ns , f ™? 1 hls eirort ^ and experiments in establishing this great 
he r-in lljnf h, 1 hea h n as aUo seriously suffered from the same cause, so that 
hfoe on 'y a smal1 , P art °f each day to his professional labours. He has 

become poor in a cause which has made the world bis debtor* The Committee 

,he ,east ,ha V n J nstice 10 yourselves and Dr. Jackson, you can offer is 

: he . inventi ° D ’ bo,h ai h ° me a “ j 
. “ I ‘ 1Sonr 10 s « llle lhe matter amicably, if possible. We hope you will see 
discovery niadp 0nS ' lhal . we Wl * h onl J’ 10 have a fa ‘r distribution of the profits of a 
ten?" snd 1 7° BS tb °3 who < : annot ’ if the >’ disa gree, effectually sustain the pa- 

rnLli-’ ‘f sustained, mwusea /ogive to ull parties large same of money fur their 
J ” ^ ethoperaJwn” Dr. Gay, however, says that Dr. Jackson “deemed it a sort of 

verte? r He Wm P self U aever erS W fur the P^'Pcal application of scientific disco- 
blmself ‘? e 'er would have procured one, merely for his own pecuniary 

benefit, in a case so important to lhe interests of humanity.” ^ ’ 

AMilpmi-meinonal before refeired to, as presented by Dr. Morton to the French 
° S, " S T s l n,enae ls as follows:—“But, as the use has become general 
wiSi ir' 1 ’’ 1 h u ve ,an 8 since abandoned the sale of rights (under the pa- 

SSlfr ,he e " er freely: and - 1 believc - 1 am >he only person in fhe 
worldto whom this discovery has, so far, been a pecuniary loss.” 

• 17 SmT"-** ha ’’ e the u hi 8hest medical authority (that of Dr. Homans) for say- 

I»?V h 1Vms ?°, mucb of late in an atmosphere or ether, from the anxiety at- 

the d Jr5,,» 6 vanous ,r ! a ' s aad experiments connected with the discovery, and from 
Dr MnHnn aaused b y lbe controversies which it has occasioned, the health of 

?nv exienL” h We hn e e SUCh u"ff u e ,S U " ab,e '° altend ,0 his professional duties to 
any extent. We have equally high authority from several members of the le»al 
professton, and others, for our statement respecting Dr. Morton’s circumstances. And 
h. • r, SUbj< " n eilracls from a letter of Benj. F. Brooks, Esq.,counsellor-at- 
, ,he concluding sentence of which, honourable as it is to the writer, has the sin- 

Burntu P thI in f ,L he C ° m, ?' Uee; a ? 0 the coaf irmatory letters of Mr. Dana and of Mr. 
Burnett, the apothecary who supplies all the medicines used in this institution and 
at whose shop the ether was purchased by which the discovery was made' 

Mr. Brooks' Letter. 

“ Boston, 27 Slate Street, Jan. 14, 1848. 

„ ,°' rdll p h ’ Esq.—-Dear Sir—It gives me pleasure to be able to communicate, in 
answer to your inquiry, the information I have relative to the pecuniary embarrass 
SEiT rf"h ?r - 'V- u l0rt0n lab0Urs - 1 « as employed, laJfsumme™ to 

lect a debt of him, and was thereby led into an examination of his affairs thp 

resultof which was, that 1 fotind that he had no means of paying his debtf ^Mm. 

K mIvaT 6 f and ““P* tbe proceeds of his professional labours. The 

debt which I was engaged in collecting tvas contracted in carrying out his plans in respect 
to ha discoveryana that, with several other debt, contradecFin the samc uauTcre 
CfemsT.’ 1 ‘""/‘"• wmenf. Suits were commenced, and a large number Vh" 
patients trusteed, which, together with the neglect which his business had suffered 

nraefic h e eln P‘W d . aboul ^i* discovery, materially diminished lhe extent of his 

practice. I am satisfied that Dr. Morton then made every effort, which could reason- 
ably be required of him, to pay his debts, but could not TheyTre mostly still oub 
landing against him , and. with his present impaired stale of health, the proceeds of 
his labours although devoted lo this purpose^-as heretofore, I be ieve faithfuMv 

fime e m come ,T°a a nn \ d « be ab >* iis debts’for a b„g 

and trauTo’n account’ oT them. 6 W “J “S* ,0 

you mav see the nature of Dr xtnrt„_:._u_”_ omewhat into detail, that 


Bexjt. F. B hooks.’ 
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are, in this connection, authorized to state, that a memorial was Drenared hr 

■‘To the Senate and Rouse of Representative, of,he United Stales of America in Confess 

assembled. ° 

HoS, U 4 e ,3et’r?Sr- an<1 SUr?e0n8 ° f 1116 - MaSSachUie " 3 Ge — 1 

th.“to^W y ^«IrfJ^ city of Boston, by which 

swab 

That the success of this method of preventing pain has been abundantly and 
Mr. Burnett's Letter. 

SsfisaaSSSSa? 

SsSJaESt^SSs^sS 



“Joseph BcnsETT.” 

Mr. Dana's Letter. 

“My dear Sir,-'" answer to your further inquirie"’, JfehHn 

2f2r“« r r D,J ' s " ua,lon - flS Iegal aiJvi '‘ er 10 Ur ‘ Morln '>. has enabled me to know 
he state of his pecuniary affairs. He is now very much embarrassed and h , J ° , 
the means of making even a satisfactory compromise with his creditors in ihe ‘ 

all ESi paV T nl ' yCI ’ ,f e hls heal,h does ■* &il hi® he hopestTe able ,o nav 
all his debts in .he course of two or three years-provided. of coSrse“that his crodtf 
prs will give him time and opportunity. I have recently m -,dc • c . "f 

his affairs, in order lo furnish a statement to his creditors and am satisfi£d n ?l! IO t n i,° f 
present mdebtment arises out of the unavoidable neglect’of his JerndhSlii" r' 3 

e°tahliT mhS af ' e v hC annoUnccmcnl ° r 'he ether discover/and he diffiMliy of re 

“ To N. I. Bowditch. Esq.” “ IilCBB ' H ’ Da:fi > Ju3r - 

No. XXX. — April, 1848. 
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completely established by a hundred and fifteen operations performed in Eaid hos- 

S ital during the last year, and by a still greater number out of it in the city of 
oston. 

“ And, in all cases within the knowledge of the undersigned, it has greatly- 
mitigated, or wholly prevented, the pain, when skilfully administered, and in no 
case has any fatal or disastrous consequence followed its use, within their observa¬ 
tion ; and although inconveniences and temporary disturbances of the nervous 
system have sometimes followed its application, yet these are exceptions to a 
general rule, and are not more common than those which result from the employ¬ 
ment of other powerful medicinal agents, and are incomparably less distressing 
than the evils they are employed to obviate. 

“ The undersigned have reason to believe, that, since the introduction of this 
process, some thousands of persons have inhaled ether in Boston and its vicinity, 
with impunity and benefit; that its value is already recognized, and its employ¬ 
ment introduced into most parts of Europe; that the use of the process ought to 
be, and, by judicious arrangements, probably will be, extended into all parts of 
the United States; and that no discovery in medical science, during the present 
century, has relieved as much suffering, and conferred so great a benefit on hu¬ 
manity, as the discovery of the power and application of ether. 

“ The undersigned are aware, that the power of ether to produce insensibility, 
and even death, when improperly used, was known in Europe many years ago. 
They are also aware, that other aeriform bodies have been experimented on, and 
the vapour of ether itself unsuccessfully tried, by other individuals, in surgical 
operations; but they are satisfied, that the safety of the process, and the effectual 
mode of applying it, were first marie known in Boston, in 1846. 

“ Understanding that the use of this important discovery is now restricted by 
letters patent granted from the office of the secretary of state, anti believing that 
it is the policy of wise governments to diffuse among their constituents the bless¬ 
ings of such discoveries as tend to alleviate human suffering, and at the same 
time to reward those who have conferred such benefits upon the world,—the un¬ 
dersigned respectfully pray, that such sums as shall be thought adequate may be 
paid by the Government of the United States to those persons who shall be found, 
on investigation, to merit compensation for the benefit conferred on the public by 
this discovery, and on condition of the relinquishment by them of any patent 
right they may hold restricting its use. 

(“ Signed) JOHN C. WARREN, H. I. BOWDITCH, 
“JACOB BIGELOW, 0. W. HOLMES, 

“GEO. HAYWARD, J. MASON WARREN, 

“ENOCH HALE, SAMUEL PARKMAN, 

“S. D. TOWNSEND, HENRY J. BIGELOW. 

“JOHN D. FISHER, 

11 Boston , Nov. 20, 1847.” 

“As a general summary of facts and views, the Committee report that, in their 
judgment, the following propositions are satisfactorily established:— 

“ Down to September 30, 1846, Dr. Jackson had discovered nothing that had 
not been known and in print in London for some years. It was known that ether 
would produce insensibility j that such insensibility, though sometimes fatal, was 
sometimes safe; and that one of the properties of ether was its power to obviate 
the ill effects of an inhalation of chlorine gas. The discovery of the safety and 
efficacy of the inhalation of ether in surgical operations had not yet been made; 
the only experiments which Dr. Jackson had tried, or caused to be tried, being 
those already prescribed by the text books. Dr. Jackson had for sometime enter¬ 
tained a strong impression that it could be used with safety and effect during the 
operations of the dentist,—a conjecture which a hundred other persons may nave 
made without discovering the fact; and incidentally, on more than one occasion, 
he had advised its use for that class of operations, but had been unable to per¬ 
suade any one to use it, not even persons of science and intelligence, who were 
most familiar with all that Dr. Jackson knew or thought upon this subject. 

11 Prior to this time, Dr. \\ ells had used the nitrous oxide for this object, as re¬ 
commended many years before by Sir H. Davy. His experiments performed in 
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H^oe l a im6toh!lveperforme(1 oneex . 
rily be inferred .ohavXen^ a '?° necessa- 

rr Mois assr of ***»»—‘■-"of vtszr^szx 

promoli i'g° irisensibilitiy^d™ ir!ng™d e ru a |"op'erati ong*" He"knefv o'f nnfl T" ^ 

"<rs^aitv%r,' he n ni, T u5 ^ upon 

peri men! upon it. On Sept’ember '30 '^lfue S [j' pulrio e ! ller ' anJ proceeded to ex- 
and receives his decSdffiSEto Ve^uV^ 
lal operation, accompanied with the strongest tpburic ether during a deri- 
the information whom it couTd t ob'a Dr°ri‘ S 8a f e, >'- and " ith 
received this advice, and notwiThstanTn.'h^L unllke olhers "’bo had 

dangerous and sometimes fatal .iharacfer oHhis ^enf* lf!rt w‘!h S bel ,* ef of lhe 

% « doing, he souk this eHscoceryl On learning t'ht rol^^D^ Jackson ve^natal 
* See Mr. Metcalfs letter, p. 408. 

aasaiL! ^ ^r.^ra!tt 

lion into general surgical practice even in that a* P P^nts no evidence of iisadop* 
than the tame number of months to diffuse the knowledge and C " J r 11 re 1 u ‘ rtd tittle more 
diseoeery throughout tie eieilizedwcflf' 3 <Vpt.eat.on of Dr. Jackson'. 

and"Dr. C Motlo'nl'and^earing^ate*Ocf *27 b °' h by Dr ' Jackso " 

u.Ned to produce insensibility to pain •— ° em hlch m, 8 hl oe 

ce^cTds^cX ™ b r"'{ *° ^.illation with 

distinguished L ,he a „ r a“"T,h^Trepffi 0 ' 2 “T"' 

produced a peculiar eflec. on its nervous system oni of which";" "l” an,mal ' have 
be analogous to what is usually termed intoxication.” h haS befn S “ rposed lo 

^•as^TfSSW^Sffws 

** This is our discovery” &c. 

ratify y P ‘ " ,he ° f — bil “y- •*** any injuri^l^Zilot. 

I he testimony of Dr. Keep and of Mr. Barnes, in p. 21 as in Dr tTnrt nn » . t • 
aware of the importance of the admission of atmospheric air bavin* heron n01 ^'"5 
upon by the Committee, it is proper here to add the fcS 
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rally suggested to Dr. Morton that he hail better get the ether tried by the surgeons 
of the Hospital, which a witness of Dr. Morton’s, however, alleges that lie had 

S reviously determined to do. But all the subsequent steps were taken by Dr. 

lorton himself, without the slightest sympathy or cooperation on the part of Dr. 
Jackson, who, from alleged fear of his recklessness, withheld from him all coun¬ 
tenance and encouragement. In view of these facts, the Committee are of opinion 
that the exclusive claims advanced by Dr. Jackson,* though now very extensively 
recognized in foreign countries, are unfounded, being unwarranted alike bv his 
acts and by his omissions; and that they involve great injustice towards Dr. Mor¬ 
ton;—that their names will be for ever jointly, though not equally, associated in 
this discovery; Dr. Jackson being entitled to the credit of having rendered readily 
available the existing knowledge upon the subject of ether, which Dr. Morton was 
really, though not avowedly, seeking to obtain: and Dr. Morton having first de¬ 
monstrated its safety and etficacy in the prevention of pain during surgical opera¬ 
tions;—and that Dr. Morton, by consenting to permit Dr. Jackson’s name to be 
united with his in the patent, with the right to receive one-tenth part of its profits, 
has shown himself disposed, fairly and honorably, to recognize the amount of his 
indebtedness to Dr. Jackson’s advice. 

“ The essential conclusions in the case may be thus concisely stated:— 

11 1 st. Dr. Jcckson does not appear at any time to have made any discovery , in regard 
to ether, which was not in print in Great Britain some years before. 

“ 2d. Dr. Morton, in 1846, discovered the facts before unknown, that ether would pre¬ 
vent the pain of surgical operations; and tknt it might be given in sufficient quantity to 
effect this purpose , without danger to life. He first established these facts by numerous 
operations on teeth, and afterwards induced the surgeons of the Hospital to demonstrate 
its general applicability and importance in capital operations. 

“ 3d. Dr. Jackson appears to have had the belief, that a power in ether to prevent pain 
in dental operations would be discovered. He advised various persons to attempt the dis¬ 
covery. But ne'Jhcr they nor he took any measures to that end; and the world remained 
in entire ignorance of both the power and safety of ether, until Dr. Morion made his 
experiments. 

"4th. The whole agency of Dr. Jackson in the matter appears to consist only in his 
having made certain suggestions, which led or aided Dr. Morton to make the discovery, 
—a discovery which had for some time been the object of his labours and researches, t 

Elie de Beaumont, originally published in “Galignani’s Messenger,” Jan. 25, 1847; 
namely,—“I have latterly turned ihis discovery to use, by inducing a demist of this 
city to administer the vapour of ether to persons whose teeih he was going to ex¬ 
tract.” 

* That such claims are really advanced by Dr. Jackson, is well known. He said, 
indeed, to one of the Committee, “I allow of no partnership in this matter. If your 
report lakes from me snch a proportion of the sole credit of this discovery, as amounts 
even to the paring of a finger nail. I shall entirely object to it.” 

t The results otherwise arrived at by (he Committee have received the highest 
confirmation from Professor Simpson, the discoverer of chloroform, who has trans. 
milted to Dr. Morton a copy of his pamphlet, entitled, “ Account of a New Anatsthetic 
Agent, as a substitute for Sulphuric Ether, in Surgery and Midwifery,” with the fol¬ 
lowing note written upon one of its blank pages:— 

“My dear Sir—I have much pleasure in offering, for your kind acceptance, the 
accompanying pamphlet. Since it was published, we have had various other opera¬ 
tions performed here, equally successful. I have a note from Mr. Liston, telling me 
also of its perfect success in London. Its rapidity and depth are amazing. 

“ In the Monthly Journal of Medical Sciences for September, I have a long article on 
etherization, vindicating your claims over those of Jackson. 

“ Of course, the great thmight is that ofproducing insensibilityand fur that the world 
is, I think, indebted to you. 

“ I read a paper lately to our Society, showing that it was recommended by Pliny 
&c„ in old times. 

“ With very great esteem for you, allow me to subscribe myself, 

“ Yours very faithfully, ' J. Y. Simrsos. 

“ Edinburgh, 19th Nov. 1847.” 
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